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Survey LA is Coming – Get Listed or Get Lost

he Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society has been
researching the history of Eagle Rock for over
50 years but many important resources remain
KLGGHQ,IWKH\DUHQRWLGHQWLÀHGLQWKLVVXUYH\
they will be more vulnerable to demolition and
inapropriate development.
Our public meeting at the Center for the Arts
(DJOH5RFN$SULODW30ZLOOEHGHYRWHG
to beginning our preparation for SurveyLA.
We want your help in identifying our hidden
treasures.
3OHDVHEULQJ\RXUROGSKRWRVDQGVWRULHVRIRXU

community lore and legends to share with your
neighbors. The meeting is free and open to all.
Refreshments will be served.
What to consider:
:KLFKQHLJKERUKRRGVFRPPHUFLDODUHDV
EXLOGLQJVRUODQGVFDSHVKDYHGLVWLQFWLYH
DUFKLWHFWXUDOGHVLJQRUFXOWXUDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFV
RUUHÁHFWLPSRUWDQWDVSHFWVRIVRFLDOKLVWRU\RU
community planning and development?
Were they key gathering places or focal points of
RXUFRPPXQLW\RYHUWKH\HDUVRUDVVRFLDWHGZLWK
LQGLYLGXDOVJURXSVRURUJDQL]DWLRQVWKDWVKDSHG
our community’s history?
:HUHWKH\DVVRFLDWHGZLWKDUFKLWHFWVEXLOGHUV
GHVLJQHUVGHYHORSHUVRUHQJLQHHUVZKRVHZRUN
KHOSHGGHÀQHWKHFKDUDFWHURIRXUDUHD"
:KLFKSODFHVVKDSHGVRFLDOPRYHPHQWVFXOWXUDO
HYROXWLRQRUGHPRJUDSKLFFKDQJHVXQLTXHWR
RXUFRPPXQLW\RUUHÁHFWHGODUJHUWUHQGVLQWKH
GHYHORSPHQWKLVWRU\RI/RV$QJHOHV"2Q0D\
WKH6XUYH\/$ZLOOEHFRQGXFWLQJD
community outreach meeting at the Arroyo Seco
3XEOLF/LEUDU\ 1)LJXHURD6W/RV$QJHOHV
90042) as part of a comprehensive program to
identity and record historic resources throughout
the City. The meeting will cover Eagle Rock and
RWKHU1RUWKHDVW/RV$QJHOHVFRPPXQLWLHV$WZDWHU
9LOODJH(O6HUHQR+LJKODQG3DUN/LQFROQ+HLJKWV
DQG0W:DVKLQJWRQ
These workshops are a way for the public to
learn more about the project. We must be ready to
VXJJHVWSODFHVRIDUFKLWHFWXUDOVRFLDORUFXOWXUDO
VLJQLÀFDQFHWKDW6XUYH\/$WHDPVKRXOGQ·WPLVV

President’s Message

Members and Friends

7KLV\HDULWZLOOEHDWWKH3LFR+RXVHDW(O3XHEOR+LVWRULF0RQXPHQWIURP$0WR306XQGD\$SULO
We need members to staff our table. Katie Taylor will
FRRUGLQDWHRXUYROXQWHHUV0DQ\KDQGVPDNHVKRUWDQG
well-staffed shifts so we all can enjoy Olvera Street and
WKHDUHD·VPXVHXPV)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQYLVLWODKHULtagealliance.org.

Many thanks to all of our faithful members who re-

newed promptly. Your payment saves postage and volunteer labor. Those who haven’t yet paid will receive
DQHQYHORSHDQGDSSOLFDWLRQLQWKLVQHZVOHWWHU VHHWKH
box below).
$WRXU-DQXDU\PHHWLQJRQHPHPEHUSDLGDWWKH
IURQW LQ FDVK 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ WKHLU QDPH ZHQW XQUHFRUGHG DQG XQUHPHPEHUHG ,I \RX DUH WKDW SHUVRQ
please contact us. It is important that we receive an
application to go with cash payments or other types
when the identity of the payer might be ambiguous.

Pico House Endangered
 7KHKRPHRI3LR3LFRLQLVLQGDQJHURIFORVLQJGXHWR
ill-advised budget cuts. This historic site commemorates
RQH RI WKH PDMRU ÀJXUHV LQ RXU 6SDQLVK0H[LFDQ KHULtage and the transition to American rule. Our founding
PHPEHUV%HWW\DQG+HQU\:HOFRPHDQG0DULHDQG-RVHSK1RUWKUXSZHUHKHDYLO\LQYROYHGLQWKHRULJLQDOHIIRUWVWRSUHVHUYHWKHKRXVH3OHDVHDGYRFDWHDQGGRQDWH
to keep it open. Contact our representatives and visit piopico.org for further information.

Take Back the Boulevard
We understand that considerable progress is being
made in this effort. The city has been very receptive to
the concepts developed by the TERA committee in collaboration with the community. A presentation will be
made to our board members to obtain our input before
WKHQH[WSXEOLFPHHWLQJRQ-XQHDW30DWWKH&HQWHUIRUWKH$UWV(DJOH5RFN
Braasch House “Ma Castle” Sold
 $IWHU PDQ\ \HDUV RQ WKH PDUNHW WKLV IDVFLQDWLQJ
property has found a buyer. Albert and Constance Braasch constructed it in a Bavarian fantasy style in keeping with their interest in all things German. Albert was
a heating contractor while Constance taught piano to
PDQ\ LQ WKH FRPPXQLW\ LQFOXGLQJ RXU ERDUG PHPEHU 'RULV 7KLHOHQ :H KDYH VRPH LQGLFDWLRQ WKDW WKH
new owner wishes to engage with the community. We
would be happy to work with him to appropriately restore the property.
Women’s Twentieth Century Club Restoration
 2XU%RDUGPHPEHU)UDQN3DUUHOORLVDVVLVWLQJWKH
club in its efforts to remedy damage to the front door
and pergola. The club may pursue state and federal designation of the clubhouse to enable funding. CommuQLW\GRQDWLRQVZLOODOVREHVRXJKW)UDQNZLOOSUHVHQWD
SXEOLFSURJUDPDWWKHFOXERQ$SULODW30
Los Angeles Heritage Day
We will again participate in this delightful program.

Visit us at eaglerockhistory.org or in person
Saturdays 10 a.m. to noon at the CFAER

It’s time to renew your membership. If you have already paid your 2012 dues, thank
you. If not, please take a moment and mail your check now. If we have not heard from
you, a dues form and envelope are included with this newsletter.
Thanks, we depend on you.
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Our Town, Our History

Things That Aren’t Here
Anymore

Many of these buildings were torn down

before their virtues were appreciated. They lent
character to our neighborhood. Today we would
make a greater effort to preserve them. Which of
our still extant buildings deserve preservation?
What should we do to further this goal?
7KH(DJOH5RFN/XPEHU2IÀFH(PLO6ZDQVRQEXLOWWKLVORJFDELQVW\OHEXLOGLQJLQ+HVROGWKHVHEDUN
RQERDUGVDVDVLGHOLQH+LVKRPHLVDOVRLQWKLVUXVWLFPDQQHU,WLVD+LVWRULF&XOWXUDO0RQXPHQWVWLOOVWDQGLQJRQ$GGLVRQ:D\EXWLQXQIRUWXQDWHFRQGLWLRQGXHWRQHJOHFWE\WKHIRUPHURZQHUV6ZDQVRQZDVDQDYLG
outdoorsman; this may have contributed to his enthusiasm for this style. An early and long time member of
WKH&KDPEHURI&RPPHUFHDQGDIRXQGLQJPHPEHURIWKH(DJOH5RFN.LZDQLV&OXEKHZDVSUHVLGHQWRIERWK
RIWKHVHRUJDQL]DWLRQVVHYHUDOWLPHV &RQWULEXWHGE\.HYLQ6WURXFKDQG1RUWK6ZDQVRQ
Eagle Rock Presbyterian Church,
1927.5HY%%:HWKHUDOOZKRZDV
FDOOHGLQFDUULHGRXWWKHSODQWR
erect this sanctuary and west wing. It
ZDVGHGLFDWHG(DVWHU6XQGD\$SULO
+03DWWHUVRQZDVWKH
architect. The 5 car trolley tracks ran
in front on Eagle Rock Boulevard.
This beautiful building was of unreinforced masonry. It was heavily damDJHGLQWKHHDUWKTXDNHDQGODWHU
WRUQGRZQ0RGHUQEXLOGLQJVDURXQG
a corner court have replaced it.

Colorado and Townsend in 1949-a year after the trolley tracks were removed. To the left was
WKH6KRSSLQJ%DJ0DUNHW 7UDGHU-RH·V 7KHOLQHRIVPDOOVWRUHVRQWKHOHIWGDWHGIURPYHU\
HDUO\LQRXUKLVWRU\0RVWQRWDEOHZDVWKHEHDXWLIXOWDSHVWU\EULFN6KXPDFKHUEXLOGLQJRQWKH
FRUQHUZKLFKKRXVHG(DJOH5RFN·VRULJLQDO&LW\-DLO7KHFRUQHUZDVGHPROLVKHGIRUDPLQL
PDOOLQSUHFLSLWDWLQJWKHIRUPDWLRQRI7KH(DJOH5RFN$VVRFLDWLRQ7KH&-0XUÀHOG
7ULWFK+DUGZDUH EXLOGLQJLVDWWKHULJKW 3KRWRJUDSKE\$ODQ:HHNV
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Our Town, Our History
Modernist Masterpiece. 5XGROSK0
Schindler built this house for the Lowes
IDPLO\DW(OOHQZRRG'ULYHLQ
a remarkable contrast to the other houses
RQWKHVWUHHW'UDZLQJVH[LVWE\)UDQN
Lloyd Wright for the project but Schindler designed this house in his own
style. The upper end of this street was
GHVWUR\HGLQIRUWKH)UHHZD\
&RXUWHV\RI8QLYHUVLW\RI&DOLIRUQLD
6DQWD%DUEDUD$UW0XVHXP3KRWRJUDSK
E\9LURTXH%DNHU

Model Market, 1936.)URPWR
1RUEHUW&ODQF\RZQHGWKLVPDUNHWRQ
&RORUDGR%RXOHYDUGVLWXDWHGEHWZHHQ
El Rio Avenue and Rockland Avenue.
It was constructed on the former site
of James W. Eddy’s house. The Bank
of America bought the building and
UHSODFHGWKHGHOLJKWIXO$UW'HFRIDoDGH
ZLWKEODQGPRGHUQDUFKLWHFWXUHLQ
7KHFXUUHQWIDoDGHLVWKHUHVXOWRID
UHPRGHO &RXUWHV\RI%LOO&ODQF\

Demolition and Re-use,(DJOH5RFN+LJK6FKRRO·VROG-XQLRU+LJKEXLOGLQJLVRQWKHOHIWVLGHRIWKHSKRWRJUDSK2QWKHULJKWLVWKHDXGLWRULXPEXLOWLQDVLWZDVEHLQJÀWWHGZLWKDQHZIDoDGHWRPDWFKWKH%UXWDOLVWDUFKLWHFWXUHRIWKHQHZVFKRRO0RVWZKRDUHIDPLOLDUZLWKWKHROGVFKRROIHHOWKDWWKHFXUUHQWDUFKLWHFWXUH
LVLQIHULRUWRWKHROG7KHVSLULWRIWKHVFKRROVXUYLYHVLQLWVVWXGHQWVVWDIIDQGWKHVXSSRUWRIWKHFRPPXQLW\
3KRWRJUDSKE\3DXO2KDQQHVLDQ

4

L. A. Historic Cultural Monuments Update

Occidental is 125

A\HDUORQJFHOHEUDWLRQRI2[\·VIRXQGLQJZLOOEHJLQZLWKDQDOOGD\HYHQWRQ)ULGD\$SULO7KH
FRPPXQLW\LVLQYLWHGWRDQVW\OHFDUQLYDODQGGLQQHULQWKH*UHVKDPGLQLQJKDOO)RUGHWDLOVYLVLWR[\HGX7KH6RFLHW\KDVFRQWULEXWHGWRDQH[KLELWRQ2FFLGHQWDO·VWKUHHORFDWLRQVZKLFK
ZLOOEHXSLQWKH$FDGHPLF&RPPRQV WKH/LEUDU\ IRUYLHZLQJ
2[\RSHQHGLWVGRRUVLQ%R\OH+HLJKWVLQ$WWKDWWLPHLWRIIHUHGDFRHGXFDWLRQDOSURJUDPIRU
both secondary and college students. The boom of the eighties led the trustees to believe that the sale
RIODQGVXUURXQGLQJWKHWKHQUHPRWHORFDWLRQZRXOGÀQDQFHWKHFROOHJH·VJURZWK7KLVZDVQRWWREH
7KHVFKRROVXUYLYHGWKHHQVXLQJEXVWRQO\WRKDYHLWVRQO\EXLOGLQJFRQVXPHGE\ÀUHLQ

Maud E. Bell, class of 1893,
ZDVRQHRIWKHWZR¿UVWJUDGXates of Occidental College
in its Boyle Heights location. She was the daughter
of James G. Bell one of the
founders of the college (Courtesy of Douglas Waldron and
the College Archives—Occidental College Library)

     7KH QH[W WZR \HDUV WKH WKHQ 3UHVE\WHULDQ  LQVWLWXWLRQ
rented space from the Catholic St. Vincent’s in downtown
/RV$QJHOHV,WPRYHGQRUWKWR+LJKODQG3DUNLQLQWRD
VLQJOHEXLOGLQJORFDWHGQRUWKRI0DUPLRQ:D\QHDU$YHQXH
,QWKH VWLOOH[WDQW +DOORI/HWWHUVZDVFRQVWUXFWHG
IDFLQJZKDWLVQRZ)LJXHURD6WUHHW7KHOLEUDU\DWWKHFRUQHU
RI$YHQXHDQG)LJXHURDZDVFRQVWUXFWHGVRRQDIWHU7KH
FROOHJHIDFHGDVKRUWDJHRIODQGIRUH[SDQVLRQZKLFKZDVH[DFHUEDWHGE\WKHSUHVHQFHRIWKH6DQWD)HPDLQOLQHUXQQLQJ
PDQ\WUDLQVGDLO\GRZQ0DUPLRQ:D\
The trustees were once again offered the opportunity
of being a part of new land development in the York Valley
DUHDDGMDFHQWWRDJURZLQJ(DJOH5RFN2[\FRQVWUXFWHGLWV
ÀUVW WKUHH EXLGLQJV WKHUH DQG RSHQHG LQ  7KH FROOHJH
continues to grow and prosper in our neighborhood.
This years festivities will give the community an opportunity to visit the campus for many events and view the
6FKRRO·VQHZHVWEXLOGLQJDQGDUHPRGHORIRQHRILWVROGHVW
6ZDQ+DOOZLWKDVXEVWDQWLDODGGLWLRQ

Occidental President John
Willis Baer (in tail coat) celebrates with other revelers at
the annual college picnic, on
the Eagle Rock Campus, in
1915. (Courtesy of College
Archives—Occidental College
Library)
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The Member’s Corner
Joseph Bellissimo, Jr.
%RUQ LQ 3LWWVEXUJ 3$ LQ  -RH %HOOLVVLPR -U
ZDVRQWKHURDGWRKLVQHZQHLJKERUKRRG(DJOH
5RFN E\   +LV JUDQGIDWKHU )UDQN ZDV WKH
ÀUVW WR PRYH KHUH RQ +HUPRVD$YH  DQG EHJDQ
KLV GHQWDO SUDFWLFH DIWHU ZRUNLQJ IRU WKH 0DULQH
&RUSVDW&DPS3HQGOHWRQ-RH·VIDWKHU-RH6UIROlowed and brought his family to Eagle Rock. In
-RH6UEXLOWWKHGHQWDORIÀFHRQ(DJOH5RFN
%OYGLQZKLFK-RH-UFXUUHQWO\SUDFWLFHV-RHJUHZXSLQ(DJOH5RFN
DWWHQGLQJ(5(OHPHQWDU\IRUNLQGHUJDUWHQDQGWKHQ6W'RPLQLF·V
IRU\HDUV+HZHQWRQWR6W)UDQFLV+LJK6FKRRODQGSOD\HGEDVHEDOO +H JUDGXDWHG IURP 2[\ LQ  ZLWK D GHJUHH LQ FKHPLVWU\
DQGZHQWRQWRJUDGXDWHIURP86&'HQWDO6FKRRODOOWKHZKLOHOLYing and commuting from Eagle Rock! He and his father went on to
ZRUNWRJHWKHUIURPXQWLOZKHQ-RH6UUHWLUHG
$VLGHIURPKLVFDUHHU-RKDVEHHQYHU\DFWLYHLQWKHFRPPXQLW\
,QKHVHUYHGDVSUHVLGHQWRI.LZDQLV)RU\HDUVKHKDVYROXQWHHUHG KLV WLPH VSHDNLQJ WR ORFDO VWXGHQWV GXULQJ )HEUXDU\ DERXW
GHQWDOKHDOWK+HPHWKLVZLIH.DWK\GXULQJKLVGD\VDW2[\7KH\
KDYHWZRVRQV-RH\DQG7RP:K\KDYH\RXVWD\HGLQ(DJOH5RFN"
Joe told me all his friends and family live within 5 miles. “I just love
it here. Very family oriented.” How does he feel about the changes
he’s seen living over his lifetime? Although he feels it is getting a
ELWFURZGHGLWLVJRRGIRUWKHFLW\DQGLWVHHPVWKHERWWRPOLQHIRU
Joe is that “I know all my neighbors.” Here’s to you and thanks for
keeping the teeth of Eagle Rock healthy and happy!
-Katie Taylor

