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Eagle Rock History is Online
One of the most important things we can do in
life is to pass on our stories to future generations.
We all have mementos like a trove of photos of
school graduation or of the house where you grew
up or grandpa standing next to his 1939 Lincoln
Zephyr Coupe. Or, perhaps, you just found some
photographs of the 1914 opening of the first public library in Eagle Rock and now you would like
to know how to share them with the most people

possible. Now imagine that you can share these
details of your life with others interested in our
community’s history.
What if you want to know what the rest of the
world will find when they Google search “Eagle
Rock”? The first result will probably be Wikipedia. Are you amused, outraged or fascinated by
what you find there? You can correct or add documented facts to our entry.
Are you looking for a notice of your grandparent’s wedding or when your home was sold
or built? Do you need documentation or dates to
add to our Wikipedia entry? Many newspapers
are now available online, complete with text you
can copy and edit.
At the Center for the Arts, Eagle Rock at 7:00
P.M. on February 17th, we’ll take a look at 3 historical online resources that make it possible for
us to explore and share our local history: HistoryPin, a map-based site where users can “pin”
images and other media to locations and share
stories; Wikipedia, a crowd-sourced encyclopedia that allows anyone to contribute their own
knowledge; and the California Digital Newspaper
Collection which provides a searchable archive
of historical and current California newspapers.
Anne Mar, Assistant College Archivist and Metadata Specialist at the Occidental College Library,
will lead a discussion and interactive session on
how to use these resources, with a focus on Eagle
Rock. Come with your own stories and ideas!

President’s Message

Our next Meeting
We will discover new ways of archiving and
discovering history with Anne Mar, Assistant
College Archivist and Metadata Specialist at
the Occidental College Library.
Perhaps she will share with us the secrets of
RXUPHWDGDWD&RPHDQGÀQGRXW

and services. We welcome new members with
new ideas and strengths to add to the mix.

Membership
Thanks to John de la Fontaine and Katie Taylor,
we can now accept memberships and renewals on our website via Paypal. Start that digiWDO FDVK ÁRZLQJ :H DUH LQFOXGLQJ D UHQHZDO
“Clang, Clang Gone Went the Trolley” was a application with this issue for those who have
not renewed for 2015. We are facing a gradual
great success
Thanks to the many community members decline in membership. Thanks to all who conwho attended and thanks to Alan Weeks, tinue to support our work.
Mike Morgan and the society board members
who put on our usual excellent meeting while -Eric Warren
yours truly played hooky in Italy. Karen and
I contributed our share to the preservation of
that country’s marvelous history, art and cuisine.
Come party with us at the Clubhouse
The fun continues at the Women’s Club. Eagle
Rock’s oldest organization continues to provide enjoyment and hard work in the community. We celebrate another milestone in the
history of our “mother”, and aid and applaud
their efforts to preserve their wonderful building.
Eagle Rocks City Hall Reopened
Thanks to Councilmember Huizar and his
staff, in particular Nate Hayward, the city
hall was repainted, carpeted and dressed with
many of our historic photographs. Frank Parrello and I were delighted to collaborate with
many community members and organizations
in this effort to restore our community’s centerpiece and make it more functional for the
whole town.
Come join the board
Our Board of Directors is considering how we
can go forward and improve our organization
It’s time to renew your membership. If you have already paid your 2015 dues,
thank you. If not, please take a moment and mail your check now. If we have not
heard from you, a dues form and envelope are included with this newsletter.
Thanks, we depend on you.
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Our Town, Our History

On the Corner 1910-2015
What did the southwest corner of Eagle Rock and Colorado Boulevards look like in the 1910s? And

what does that exact spot look like now? If you would like to share these views with the most people
possible, there’s an online tool for that!
HistoryPin is a website that allows users to “pin” images and video to their relevant locations on
a map. Its goal is to unite people “from across different generations, cultures, and places, around the
history of their families and neighborhoods” It is a free resource that invites anyone to contribute their
own materials and stories.
Let’s show everyone our little part of the world.
This early photo, around 1910,
shows Edwards and Wildey’s real
HVWDWHRIÀFHRQWKHFRUQHU0XFK
of the land in Eagle Rock was sold
from there.

7KHÀUPODWHUEXLOWEULFNVWRUHIURQWV
IDFLQJ&RORUDGR7KH5HG+HQ0DUket occupied them in 1935.

They were torn down by a later
owner in order to build this building,
designed for the Bank of America,
which reopened there in 1937. It
moved from across Eagle Rock
Boulevard.
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Our Town, Our History

The building remained but the bank had moved across Colorado to its present location. The trolley
tracks ended here in 1952. Service would be discontinued in 1957.

Davis Pharmacy remodeled the
building in 1958.

The building and several adjoining were torn down in the early 1970s to construct a gas station. Increased highway business was anticipated. This is the view today.

Our Town, Our History

100 Years Our Clubhouse
“ It is a PARTY.....a “Speakeasy”, as it was after the time when the women would have won the right to vote,....
no doubt would have burned their corsets, and wanted to celebrate their new avenues of expression & community involvement! For many of you, further sponsorship letters & information will be coming in the mail, to
help with our continuing WTCC Capital Campaign. Yes, the “Grand Old Lady” needs continual preservation
& care, and the portico still needs more funding. “We Shall Prevail”, as the Founders would have staunchly
chanted. Thank you to all who made our initial Centennial Concert such a wonderful success!
Come join us again ......., razzle-dazzle ‘em, and dance the night away!”
And shhhhh, tell ‘em at the door, “Morty sent me......”
Best regards, Linda Johnstone Allen - WTCC Past Pres. & Chair of Ways & Means
The Women’s Twentieth Century Club commemorates the centennial of the opening of the Clubhouse. Come,
celebrate, and help care for this venerable “home” to the community on February 28.

Katherine V. Frackelton, a founding
member of the Women’s Club wrote of
the “dream”.

The community turned out in the rain to lay the
cornerstone of the incomplete Clubhouse in
January of 1915.
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The Member’s Corner

Severin Martinez

B

RUQ LQ 0DOPR 6ZHGHQ 6HYHULQ ÀUVW
came to Eagle Rock when he was 10 years
old. He attended ER Elementary and ERHS,
graduating in ’09. He has since gone on to
graduate from UC Berkeley in May of ’14
with both Urban Studies and Scandinavian
Studies degrees. Not skipping a beat,
Severin is now attending UCLA for his
Masters in Urban Planning.
The move from Sweden to Eagle Rock, he admits, was a
confusing transition; to go from walking and taking public
transportation everywhere to having to depend on cars to get
around the city. It is no surprise then that Severin remains
an avid bike rider and is enjoying the safety that the new
bike lanes have provided in Eagle Rock. With his studies, he
strives to bring a more transit-friendly era to the city.
Severin is our newest Board Member, joining last summer.
:HÀUVWPHWKLPLQZKHQKHEHJDQWRYLVLWRXUDUFKLYHVDV
his fascination with how Eagle Rock “had evolved over time”
brought him in one Saturday. Severin has given several public
historical walking tours of Eagle Rock. One of his favorite
walks is along Yosemite Drive, although not for historical
reasons, but simply because it is where the “youthful vitality
of the neighborhood is concentrated.” Thank you, Severin!
Katie Taylor

