
Spring, 2026

In Conversation With
Altadena’s Historical Leaders 

We are thrilled to host what will sure to be a memorable, 
enlightening, and informative conversation between Al-
tadena Historical Society President Veronica Jones and au-
thor and historian of Altadena, Michele Zack, on Monday, 
April 20th at 7 p.m. at the Center for the Arts Eagle Rock, 
2225 Colorado Blvd.
     Michele’s book Altadena: Between Wilderness and City 
will be the focus of their conversation as well as how the 
devastating Eaton fire has affected the Altadena History 
Society’s role in the community. They will also discuss 
Michele’s new role working with both Altadena Heritage 
and Altadena Steadfast in rethinking the rebuilding of 
Altadena’s public spaces. Her book will be available for 
purchase at the event. 

     Veronica has been the Altadena Historical Society 
President for the last two years and has served on its 
Board for the last four years. She moved to Altadena 
62 years ago when she was a child. Veronica told me: 
“The republishing of Altadena: Between Wilderness 
and City has been a journey and has been very gratify-
ing to give back to the community something many 
have lost in the Eaton Fire.”
     Michele Zack is a writer, historian, and activist 
interested in the intersection of history and ideas. Both 
of Michele’s local histories, Altadena: Between Wilderness 
and City (2004), and Southern California Story (2009), 
were honored by the American Association of State 
and Local History.  Altadena: Between Wilderness and 
City has been an unwavering favorite and top sell-
ing book on Vroman’s top 20 list this whole past year! 
Historian Kevin Starr said of her work: “This is urban 
history at its best… regional history that offers real 
insight into American life.”
     Currently chair of LA County’s Owen Brown 
Gravesite Committee, Michele has led a years-long 
effort to designate the Altadena foothills site an LA 
County Landmark that was achieved in 2024. The land 
is also now protected within the Santa Monica Moun-
tains Conservancy.
	 Please JOIN US on Monday, April 20th @ 
7p.m. to listen to this conversation unfold amongst fel-
low neighbors and friends! As always this event is FREE 
and open to the public. The event will be live streamed 
as well, please check our website for details. Refresh-
ments will be served and merchandise available for 
purchase. Come support your local history at work! 
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Hello Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society member! 
We truly appreciate your continued support. Our 
membership is central to the sustainability of the orga-
nization.
I wanted to just mention that a long-time Eagle Rock 
family lost a central member – Kim Tritch of the Tritch 
family passed away earlier this year. Our condolences 
to the Tritch family and friends.
Our meeting this month is something very special – 
representatives from the Altadena Historical Society. 
Many of you probably know people who were ad-
versely affected by the January 2025 Eaton Fire that 
decimated the Altadena area. I’ve mentioned it before 
in this corner, but local historical societies like ours 
are often a very valuable resource in general, but also 
when needing to rebuild after a disaster.
An example of bringing history back to life is the fine 
work at the Eagle Theater, where Vidiots calls home. 
Maggie Mackay at Vidiots has worked with the Eagle 
Rock Valley Historical Society on a number of occa-
sions in order to locate old photos of the theater. Their 
latest outwardly facing update is their marquee, which 

was recently “restored” to be what it looked like when 
the theater was first opened in 1929. We are very lucky 
to have such great stewards in the neighborhood. Con-
gratulations!
As we move through 2026, it reminds me that many of 
the houses in Eagle Rock are from the 1920s. Fanfare 
should be sounded for each homeowner that reaches 
that milestone! Stop by our Open Archives on the first 
Saturday of each month is a great place to start finding 
out about your centennial property. Please check ea-
glerockhistory.org first if you are traveling far to make 
sure we are having it that month.
Getting involved. We are always looking for volun-
teers. One way is to help us set up and break down for 
our general meeting. Show up 30-40 minutes ahead of 
a meeting to help, or stay 20-30 minutes afterwards. No 
experience necessary!
					     -David Dellinger
		
              

About 200 pupils and patrons attended this year-end tribute to vet-
erans at the Annandale School, at that point part of its own district 
in the L.A. County schools. It served pupils as a center of a growing 
neighborhood on the edge of Garvanza. It still exists today although 
it is coping with a diminishing enrollment. (ERVHS)
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On the Road to Annandale
From the 1880’s to the turn of the twentieth century the Campbell Johnston family owned the area of land 
from the hills above the rock to the L.A. River and from now Loleta Avenue to the middle of the Arroyo 
Seco. Celebrating their Scottish heritage they called it Annandale. In this issue we will explore the history 
of the intersection of Figueroa Street and Buena Vista Terrace and its surroundings from its beginnings as 
a dirt track sometimes called Annandale Road to its importance today as the entry to the Eagle Rock val-
ley from Highland Park and the city to the South and West. Because of its location it has hosted an impor-
tant trolley line, a major pipeline and the heavily traveled arterial highway we drive today.

This earliest known photograph of what is now Figueroa Street was 
taken around 1895. The road runs down the middle of the valley 

heading in the direction of the Rock. At that time and for a consider-
able time thereafter the route was susceptible to frequent flooding 

as the surrounding hills drain into a basin with only one outlet along 
side what is now Yosemite Drive. (unknown-ERVHS

Businesses had begun to develop along an improved 
Annandale Boulevard to supply the needs of local 

customers in the developing valley. These businesses 
clustered near the trolley stop at Buena Vista Terrace. 

(Mc Vey Family Collection-ERVHS)

In 1911 this trolley line opened with service to Huntington’s Eagle 
Rock Park. Rather than descending into the valley the line circles 
around the hill on the right and continues down what is now Rock-
dale Avenue keeping to the high ground on the east side of the 
valley. The road continues on the left down into the valley. 
(unknown-ERVHS)

Though the line was publicized for its recreational value the main purpose of the 
line was to deliver heavy equipment to the substation of the Big Creek Project which 
was under construction in the canyon behind the Rock. This largest privately owned 
hydroelectric development west of the Mississippi was built by Henry Huntington to 
supply power to his transit lines. This photograph from 1923 shows similar equip-
ment being moved to the substation at the time when the system was being up-
graded by its new owner Southern California Edison. (Southern California Edison 
Collection-Huntington Library)
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The Eagle Rock Advertiser of May 12, 1938 describes the MWD pipeline tunnel:
“Shortest among the 108 miles of tunnels of the Metropolitan Water District aqueduct from the Colorado 
River to Los Angeles, the 392-foot hard rock Rockdale tunnel has presented engineers with their latest dif-
ficulty. The Rockdale tunnel to be constructed in Eagle Rock will extend under the hill near the intersection 
of Oak Grove Drive and N. Figueroa Street. Every foot of it must be blasted, according to general Manager 
F. E. Weymouth of the water district. The tunnel will be six feet in diameter.”(Eagle Rock Advertiser)

The Rockdale Tunnel

The 55-inch San Rafael pipeline to 98th Street and Ava-
lon Boulevard under construction in 1938 in the valley 
behind the Rock. The line followed the route of the trolley 
line which had been partially abandoned as it was of no 
use after adequate roads had been built and Hunting-
ton’s Eagle Rock Park had been occupied by the Edison 
power line right of way. At this time the last Trolley stop 
was at Buena Vista Terrace. (Metropolitan Water District)

This current plat map of the corner of 
Figueroa Street and Rockdale Avenue 
shows the easement for the Rockdale 
tunnel cutting through the hill and the 
remanent of the L. A. Railway line right 
of way. Eight feet of the hill was removed 
to allow the full 60-foot width of Figueroa 
Street of today. (Los Angeles County)

The trenching for the pipeline is shown here 
proceeding down Figueroa in front of the later 
Annandale Hardware building and a drug store. 
This building still exists at the corner of Crest-
wood Way. (Metropolitan Water District) 

This photograph was taken in 1946 on the occasion of a railway boost-
ers tour at the time when the intended abandonment of the line had 
been announced. At this point the widening of Figueroa had not yet 
taken place. Curiously the photographer captured a small brush fire on 
the hillside. (Southern California Railway Museum, Perris, California)
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To the Road of Today
Taken a year later than the photograph on the previous page the widening of Figuera had commenced. The access 
stairs from Glen Arbor Avenue on the right were being abbreviated to their current condition and the hillside was being 

A similar view from the staircase landing shows the same com-
mercial area today used now as construction offices and yards. 

A disused parking lot has replaced the grocery store on the 
corner. The church still serves the public, surviving perhaps 
due to the large parking lot next door. (Eric Warren-ERVHS)

This current view of Figueroa at Rockdale allows us to envision 
the path that the trolley line must have taken; from the high 
point of Rockdale in the distance sloping slightly to the right 
along the edge of the hill and joining with Figueroa at the top of 
the hill near the stairs. (Eric Warren-ERVHS)

The right of way parallel to Rockdale is now used 
as the Eagle Rock Community Garden. The Colo-

rado River still flows continuously underneath. (Eric 
Warren-ERVHS)

removed. The Trolley was still running at the 
time and the commercial area which had 
grown around the stop was fully operational. 
(Southern California Railway Museum,
      Perris, California)



Emma Huang

Although born in Long Beach, Emma’s first mem-
ories are of South Pasadena, where she grew up 
and lived through her high school years. She has 
kept in touch with many of her childhood friends, 
even when she attended Pitzer College where 
she majored in Political Studies and played water 
polo. Her early dream of attending law school was 
replaced happily by her getting her Masters from 

UCLA in Public Policy and going on to work for LA Metro for six years. 
     When Emma and her partner Ryan started looking for a house to 
buy during COVID, they realized their Westside neighborhood was 
out of reach, but Emma didn’t want to return to South Pasadena either. 
They eventually realized that Eagle Rock had the mix they sought; it 
was a more affordable, walkable, and diverse community. Preferring 
an older house design, their patience (over a year of hunting) was re-
warded with the chance to buy their current 1923 craftsman home on 
Argus. They have “thrived here” and love their neighbors “who look 
after each other.” Emma’s mother’s skilled ancestry research even got 
them in touch with descendants of the original owners! 
     Emma’s interest in her home’s history has extended into the Eagle 
Rock valley in general. Luckily for us, she found her way to our open 
archive hours recently. She is “excited to see more of the archives and 
get more time” to explore her probing questions! Thank you Emma for 
becoming our newest Member! 
				                                          Katie Taylor 

          Member’s Corner


