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Eagle Rock has entered the national limelight! How? 
What? As part of Route 66’s 100th birthday! This 
November marks the centennial of this historic high-
way that STILL exists on  portions of Colorado Blvd 
in our community that you might have driven on 
TODAY! In Eagle Rock, we are still living Route 66 in 
real time, how cool is that? 
     Of course, as the local historical society, we could 
not let such a momentous birthday be overlooked 
and we have plans to celebrate. To hear the first of 
these plans, we hope you will join us on at our regu-
larly scheduled public program on Monday, October 

Get Your Kicks Cruising Route 66 - with ERVHS!
19th at 7pm @ Center for the Arts, Eagle Rock, 
2225 Colorado Blvd. Admission is FREE and ALL 
are welcome. Refreshments will be served and 
there is street parking only. 
     We are thrilled to have our preservation offi-
cer, Frank Parrello, come to the podium to pres-
ent the history of Route 66 from its inception to 
its decommission. He is excited to personalize 
Route 66 for us all by pointing out the special ties 
it has to Eagle Rock including the brief period 
that the one and only John Steinbeck lived here 
(yes it is true!) and what buildings, from motels 

to oil service stations, still exist along 
our boulevard reflecting the history 
of these times. Frank has a special 
video to end the presentation on you 
won’t want to miss! Please join us 
for a wonderful evening of reflect-
ing upon the significance of Route 
66 both nationally and locally. Come 
meet neighbors, friends, and strang-
ers alike! Learn new things! 

  ***SEE YOU ON THE 19TH!***

Finally, SAVE THE DATE! On Sat-
urday, November 7th we are col-
laborating with Vidiots to bring you 
another round of celebrating Route 
66 in the form of movies! Details to 
come. Save the date and stay tuned!
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Hello everyone, and thanks for your continued 
support of the Eagle Rock Valley Historical Soci-
ety. Your support is invaluable to this organiza-
tion; we truly could not do it without you!
     Our annual Ice Cream Sundae was a tremen-
dous success, bringing many people of all ages 
together under one roof, with lots of fun and 
entertainment. Thanks to all who came. Special 
thanks to the Eagle Rock High School Key Club 
for serving the ice cream and other goodies - 
every year you help so much!  Also, a big thank 
you, Karen Hilfman for setting up / cleaning 
up, and for baking! Plus, thanks to our entire, 
beautiful board who set up everything and 
baked some delicious treats. The entertainment 
by Fifth Friday Folk Band and A Mighty Good 
Road was very well received! If you hadn’t no-
ticed, the Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society is 
big on community outreach. We are concerned 
about remembering the past, but we are also 
keenly interested in our future and collaboration 
with other organizations. This is the first year, 
or at least the first in a long time, where we have 
invited other organizations to host tables at our 
ice cream social - the Altadena Historical Society, 
the Center for the Arts, Eagle Rock and the Eagle 
Rock High School Community Partnership 
Project all hosted tables which added a different 
dimension to our gathering. A special thanks to 
our own Archivist, Eric Warren for hosting our 
first “Ask Eric” history table! 
     As mentioned previously in previous issues, 
this year marks the 100 year anniversary of 
Route 66, which opened on November 11, 1926. 
Our Director of Historic Preservation, Frank 
Parrello, will be giving us his perspective on this 
and how it relates to Eagle Rock. 

                                                   -David Dellinger
		
              

Juett, Clements, Lenney was for many years the larg-
est independent auto service business in Eagle Rock. It 
was located on the corner where Oinkster is now located. 
Standing on the corner to greet the weary traveler were 
Richard Clements, Fred Lycett Lenney and an unknown 
mechanic. The business began in a bicycle repair shop 
across Colorado owned by George Juett. At the time of 
this photo CA 1930 Juett had left the business. As you can 
see at that time, they were focusing their signage on tire 
repair and sales, undoubtedly welcomed by transcontinen-
tal travelers. (Lenney family collection-ERVHS)
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On the Boulevard 1934-36 Eagle Rock’s Mother Road

For the hungry traveler the Dahlia café offered “real 
home cooking” at what seems to us a very good 
price. The restaurant was housed in a two-story resi-
dential commercial building which still stands today. 
(Eagle Rock Advertiser-ERVHS)

If a traveler needed lodging there 
were few options available in Eagle 
Rock. All of the motels often identi-
fied with Route 66 were built after the 
Route’s tenure here. The Eagle Rock 
Springs Mobile Home Park still exists 
on this site. (Eagle Rock Sentinel)

Across the street the Bright Spot beckoned. The 
business reopened, renovated, at the end of prohi-
bition. It remains the oldest licensed establishment 
in Eagle Rock, currently doing business as The 
Fable. (Eagle Rock Advertiser-ERVHS)

Dahlia motors offered full service 
to locals and travelers, The 
building now houses Taco Social, 
it was declared a Historic Cultural 
Monument with the assistance 
of the ERVHS while occupied by 
Fatty’s: A Place to Eat. (Eagle 
Rock Advertiser-ERVHS)

The Jay Risk service station offered a specialty service 
which was required much more often in the thirties than 
it is today. The building is being refurbished and will 
reopen as a coffee business adding to the vibrancy of our 
boulevard. This, the oldest Standard Oil proprietary building 
type was recently declared a Historic Cultural Monument with 
the assistance of ERVHS. (Eagle Rock Advertiser ERVHS)
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As you drove into town the first of Eagle Rocks booming 
car dealerships was on your left, tempting you to replace 
your, vehicle, warn out from the journey with a new Ford, 
perhaps to begin a new life in sunny California. The 
buildings still stand, Art Deco details obscured by paint 
and fifties era sheet metal signs. (Eagle Rock Chamber 
of Commerce booklet. Published CA 1934-ERVHS)

Ahead of its era, the Billie Bird Market, constructed in 
1929, challenged the common commercial design by 

placing parking spaces at the front, 
serving as an early model of what 
we now refer to as a mini-mall. Sad-
ly, the beautiful tile designs have 
been lost over time. Currently, the 
building operates as a medical-fo-
cused mini-mall, permitted through 
an exception to the existing ban 
on mini-mall developments. (Eagle 
Rock Advertiser-ERVHS)  

The Bell Block, built in 1929, was one of the newest 
commercial buildings in town at the time. It housed 
an open front market and the Roosevelt Grill on the 
corner. Then as now a 5c glass of beer would be quite 
an attraction on a hot day. The building is now an His-
toric Cultural Monument housing several restaurants. 
(Eagle Rock Advertiser-ERVHS)

Winn’s Chevrolet was probably the largest car dealership in town. 
This company photograph taken in 1937 was sent to us recently 
by a constituent who had it in his garage for many years. We are 
grateful to him and all the others who have contributed to our 
growing collection (ERVHS)

If you wanted a used car, Wynn was happy to 
oblige, from their lot across Colorado which is 
now an auto repair complex. Their massive sig-
nage, pitched so the traveler could hardly miss 
it, here intrudes on the remodeled version of 
Eagle Rock’s oldest church, built by the commu-
nity CA 1890. The church has been replaced by 
a commercial building. (ERVHS)
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The Security Bank and Trust Building, built in 1923, graced the 
Northeast Corner of Colorado and Eagle Rock Boulevards until 
it was torn down CA 1970. It was replaced by the current bank 
building. The adjoining row of shops was replaced by a mini 
mall. A Route 66 traveler would have found this and the buildings 
across Colorado as the center of local business and professional 
services. The corner was served by the LA Railway 5 Car line 
through downtown to Inglewood. (Bernie Krom photo-ERVHS)

The Eagle Rock Auto 
Sales Co. occupied our 
oldest post office build-
ing which is still stand-
ing. The Chrysler dealer-
ship covered much of the 
block behind the store 
fronts. Various dealer-
ships occupied much of the Colorado Boulevard frontage west of Eagle 
Rock Boulevard until most of the dealerships required larger facilities to 
remain competitive. This was probably the last opportunity that a Route 
traveler would have to replace his warn out vehicle. (Eagle Rock Sentinel)

The Edwards and Wildey building, built by 
Eagle Rock’s most prominent developers was 
constructed in 1917. It featured the Eagle 
Rock Drug Company, a bakery and a cleaners 
and dyers with professional offices upstairs. 
Note the real estate billboard across the lot 
next door. On the left was the College Grill 
building one of our oldest commercial struc-
tures. (ERVHS)

This 1927 photo shows 
the commercial block 
north of Merton Avenue 
still mostly intact. The 
Ferdon building is on 
the corner, next the 
old Mason’s hall, then 
the Eagle Rock United 
Theater, now replaced 
by a modern building. 
Note the trolley tracks 
on Eagle Rock Boulevard 
and the gas station in the 
foreground. (ERVHS)

The Eagle Theatre, built in 1929 as the 
Yosemite Theatre, sports its new marquee. 
A young Phil Spurgeion snappily dressed 
in his usher’s uniform, stands by the ticket 
booth. A few years ago, the theatre was 
leased and renovated respecting the re-
maining original detail by Vidiots, champi-
ons of physical media. As part of the Route 
66 celebration Vidiots plans to present a 
day devoted to Route 66 themed movies. 
(Courtesy of Phil Spurgeon, ERVHS)



          Member’s Corner

For thirty years, Karen walked Santa Monica’s beach 
regularly far from life in Eagle Rock. In 2004, she 
started a new chapter here with her now husband 
Ken, and since then has turned her walking passion 

from sand to sidewalks! They bought a “funky” 1948 home on a cul de 
sac forming, with “wonderful” neighbors, a tight knit micro commu-
nity! Soon after moving Karen took to the Eagle Rock hills on foot and 
found the expanse of sky she missed from her beach days. Her interest 
in Eagle Rock’s history has grown as she walks by places wondering 
about their origins. Karen has been a regular at our open archive hours 
poring over maps and planning her next walk. We are lucky to have her 
as a member! 
        Born in New York City, the granddaughter of Ukrainian immi-
grants, Karen moved at two years old to a suburb of New Jersey.  She 
was an exploratory child, on her bike discovering her neighborhood. 
Karen moved to Los Angeles to attend Pitzer College as a Sociology 
major. Inspired by her studies, she attended Tulane in New Orleans to 
pursue her PhD. When her funding took a turn, she returned to Santa 
Monica to work. Her real-world experience at Santa Monica Hospital 
and Ocean Park Community Center led her to a new career in social 
work and human resources. She has lived at the career intersection of 
these interests ever since, “taking care of the people who take care of 
people,” as she put it. 						    
						      —Katie Taylor 

Karen Hilfman


